Harvard Library of Evidence Website and
Data Usage Policies and Disclaimers
Website Disclaimers
Liability: For documents, information and software available from this server or directly or indirectly from
the Harvard Library of Evidence, neither Harvard Medical School, the Francis A. Countway Library of
Medicine, the Harvard Library of Evidence, nor any entity, body, group or individual affiliated with any of
these organizations (collectively referred to as “HMS” below) warrants or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, evidence, criteria,
guideline, product, or process disclosed or described.
Medical Evidence. A mission of the Harvard Library of Evidence is to provide qualified provider-led
entities and other users of this website with a public repository of objectively scored medical evidence and
to promote the consistent practice of evidence-based medicine in the United States. The content of this
website and medical evidence in general are derived from many sources, including published literature,
practice guidelines, provider best practices and other sources that are continuously changing, often in
unexpected and unpredictable ways. These changes and differences in the formulation, application or
interpretation of appropriate use criteria, guidelines or decision support rules that incorporate medical
evidence may affect the utility, applicability or validity of the evidence scoring performed by the Harvard
Library of Evidence. The Harvard Library of Evidence and HMS do not assume any liability for any use
made by any third party of the content provided through this website or otherwise by the Harvard Library
of Evidence.
Appropriate Use Criteria: The Harvard Library of Evidence is not a qualified provider-led entity as
described in 42 CFR 414.94(c)(1) and does not develop or endorse appropriate use criteria under the
Appropriate Use Criteria Program created under Section 1834(q) of Title XVIII of the Social Security Act
and administered by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS). Information about the
Appropriate Use Criteria Program and a list qualified provider-led entities authorized to develop, endorse
or modify appropriate use criteria is available on the CMS website.
Endorsement: Neither HMS nor the Harvard Library of Evidence endorses or recommends any
commercial products, processes, or services. The views and opinions of authors and individuals
expressed on this web site or embodied in or implied by content included in or available through the
Harvard Library of Evidence do not necessarily state or reflect those of HMS, and they may not be used
for advertising or product endorsement purposes.
External Links: Some HMS Web pages, including pages available through the Harvard Library of
Evidence website, may provide links to other Internet sites for the convenience of users. HMS is not
responsible for the availability or content of these external sites, nor does HMS endorse, warrant, or
guarantee the products, services, or information described or offered at these other Internet sites. Users
cannot assume that the external sites will abide by the same Privacy Policy to which HMS adheres. It is
the responsibility of the user to examine the copyright and licensing restrictions of linked pages and to
secure all necessary permissions.
Pop-Up Advertisements: When visiting our Web site, your Web browser may produce pop-up
advertisements. These advertisements were most likely produced by other Web sites you visited or by
third party software installed on your computer. HMS does not endorse or recommend products or
services for which you may view a pop-up advertisement on your computer screen while visiting our site.

Website Usage

This site is maintained by HMS and is protected by various provisions of Title 18 of the U.S. Code.
Violations of Title 18 are subject to criminal prosecution in a federal court. For information of Usage
Information Collected and Use of Information and Security Precautions, please consult
https://hms.harvard.edu/privacy-policy.

Copyright Status of Webpages
This site contains resources which incorporate material published or provided by individuals, companies,
or organizations that may be protected by U.S. and foreign copyright laws. These include, but are not
limited to information published or provided by PubMed Health (see PubMed Health Copyright and
Restrictions Notice), PubMed Central (PMC) (see PMC Copyright Notice), Bookshelf (see Bookshelf
Copyright Notice), and OMIM (see OMIM Copyright Status). All persons reproducing, redistributing, or
making commercial use of this information are expected to adhere to the terms and conditions asserted
by the copyright holder. Transmission or reproduction of protected items beyond that allowed by fair use
(PDF) as defined in the copyright laws requires the written permission of the copyright owners.

Medical Information and Advice Disclaimer
It is not the intention of the Harvard Library of Evidence to provide specific medical advice or guidance to
physicians, healthcare providers, insurers, organizations or patients but rather to provide qualified
provider-led entities and other users with a public repository of objectively scored medical evidence and
to promote the consistent practice of evidence-based medicine in the United States. Specific medical
advice will not be provided, and HMS urges you to consult with a qualified physician for diagnosis and for
answers to your personal questions.

